
Toner cartridges are full of chemicals that take a long time to break down, which is why you don’t want them 

to end up in a landfill. Recycling your used toner cartridges is not only good for the environment, but it’s 

also an excellent way for your company to be more sustainable.

Toner cartridges are built from steel and plastic components. They require a resource-intense process, and 

the result is something that takes between 450 and 1,000 years to break down. The numbers are shocking. 

More than 375 million empty ink and toner cartridges are thrown out every year, and most of them end up in 

landfills. 

This enormous lifespan means that every single toner cartridge which has ever been created is still out 

there, somewhere. So you can imagine how damaging these cartridges can be to the environment.

However, if you recycle used toner cartridges, you reduce the amount of energy and natural resources 

required to make new ones. The production process of one cartridge emits 4.8 kg of carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere (that’s about the average weight of a cat). 

The nature of toner and toner cartridges makes this office staple an excellent candidate for recycling. Most 
cartridges can be reused or remanufactured four to six times before they’re too worn for re-use. Some 
damaged cartridges can even be repaired.

Just because you put your printer cartridge into a recycling bin does not necessarily mean it will be 

recycled. Only 50% of cartridges collected can be used through a remanufacturing process. 

So what happens to the other 50% of material that is collected but cannot be reused? 

Our services reuse and recycle all cartridges that are sent to us, we have no restrictions on what is 

excepted. We can take any Original Toner, Inkjet, Ink Tank, Fax and Copier cartridge. We can also take any un-

used product you need to clear. 

We will reuse everything possible to support the manufacturing industry and breakdown any non-reuse or 

damaged products into their components. We recover plastics, rubber, ferrous, non-ferrous and precious 

metals for use in other Industries. 

We know where our waste materials go, do you?                                               Phil.birkhead@oystermps.co.uk 
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